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North Cornwall Township 

General Supervisor’s Meeting 

Minutes for August 3, 2010 
 
 
Call to Order: 
 

The August 3, 2010 meeting of the North Cornwall Township Board of Supervisors was called to order by Mr. 
Heister at 7:00 PM. 
 
In attendance were Ralph Heister, Chairman, Ammon Peiffer, Member, Robin L. Getz, Township Manager, Jim 
Lillis, Solicitor and Tim Staub.  Mr. Kelly was absent. 
 
Per the Sign-in Sheet, Township residents in attendance were Perry Hilbert Tom Buzby, Warren Rich, Bob Gearhart 
and Ellie Salahub.  Also in attendance were Andrea Gillhooley, David Tshudy, Bob Sentz, Lauren Zumbrun and 
Tom Long, Public Works Director. 
 

Announcement of Personnel Sessions: 
 

It was announced that an executive session would be held before the end of the evening to discuss outstanding 
litigation items related to Springwood. 
 

Public Comment: 
 
Perry Hilbert, Quittapahilla Drive – Commented that since budget is underway and in view of the current economy, 
he would again request that the employees co-pay their insurance.  He did not feel it should be the taxpayers’ burden 
to provide this benefit. 

 
Citizen by Request: 

 
Master Trail Presentation – Lauren Zumbrun of Rettew Associates was introduced at this time.  Mr. Heister gave a 
historical overview of how we got to where we are today.  The Township recognized the need and benefit of 
creating a trail system that would allow residents and visitors to travel from one point to another without the need of 
getting into your car.  Further, it is the intention of the Township to have these trails installed through state and 
federal grants, private donations or at the expense of future developers.  Also, by having this prepared, it would give 
a clear direction to future developers of what is expected out of them where pedestrian interconnectivity is 
concerned. 
 
Ms. Zumbrun shared a power point outlining the key features of where trail segments might be located, the thought 
process that went into these locations, the numerous meetings with many entities and the public meeting that was 
held with about 30 people attending.  It was a key point that safety was a huge issue by all who were pooled in this 
process.  She also noted that with this process, we have conducted the components in a way that is recognized by the 
funding agencies for future grant applications.  Further, Mr. Kelly had contacted her and wanted to relay that the 
Lebanon Conservancy is currently in possession of a private donation for the trail installation purpose and he would 
like to be in a position to share the plan with the contributor.  Mr. Heister confirmed he was aware of the donation as 
well.  The steering committee members that were in attendance were recognized.  Ms. Zumbrun extended her thanks 
for their participation.  Mr. Heister concurred, quite a lot of people put in a lot of time and he was very appreciative. 
 
Mr. Heister made motion to accept the Master Plan for Non-Motorized Trail Connections through Resolution 
#2010-17.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 
Tom Buzby addressed the Board and thanked the Township for the invitation extended to the Lebanon Valley 
Chamber allowing him to participate in this capacity.  He also thanked the Township for their vision and their efforts 
to recognize and implement such an undertaking.  He gave his compliments to the Board for handling this process in 
such a transparent manner. 
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Approval of Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the regular meeting of July 6, 2010 were brought to the floor for discussion. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the minutes of July 6, 2010.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote 
was unanimous. 
 

It was noted that the minutes from all three joint meetings that were held throughout July will be available for 
approval at the next meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

 
Mr. Heister gave the fund totals for bills to be paid at this meeting.  From the General fund $43,119.08, under 
$100.00 $351.04, fixed assets $19,745.77.  From Sewer Fund $34,448.32, under $100.00 $121.97, fixed assets 
$634.41.  From the Parks and Rec Account $126.00 and under $100.00 $36.96.  From the Escrow Account 
$5,179.95. From the State fund $6,214.03, fixed assets $337.70, under $100.00 $98.17.  From the Community 
Policing Account $363.78.  Payroll $82,839.00.  General Fund receipts $148,012.26.  Sewer Fund receipts 
$131,116.19. 
 
Mr. Heister gave the treasurer’s report at this time with the fund balances as of August 3, 2010 as follows: 
 
General Fund Total: $   550,656.37 
Liquid Fuels Total: $   186,765.64 
Sewer Fund Total: $1,000,924.80 

 Escrow Account:  $     68,653.44 
Dairy Road Bridge: $       1,009.57 
Police Pension Total: $       3,347.60 
COPS Grant:  $       1,022.30 
Parks & Recreation: $     16,370.96 
Community Policing: $       2,997.21 
 
GRAND TOTAL: $1,831,747.89 
 

Mr. Peiffer moved to accept the Treasurer’s report and to pay the bills as requested.  Mr. Heister seconded 
the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
 

Mr. Heister announced that the manager has begun the 2011 budget process and hopefully we can conduct the work 
sessions in October.  He also reported that a review of the midyear reports was conducted and everything appears to 
be on target with the 2010 budget so far. 
 

Public Works Director: 
 
Mr. Long noted that all of the guide wires at the Oak Street trail have been relocated.  The Board began discussion 
as to the status and timeline of the paving project.  Mr. Lillis reported that he has been in contact with Mr. Smeltzer 
concerning how their portion will be handled.  At this time, he will need to enter into a side agreement with the 
Township and he is waiting for his response on this matter.  Mr. Lillis reminded the Board that they had given 
approval at the last meeting based on Mr. Caldwell’s concurrence with the agreement language and he feels it is 
ready to move on. 
 

Chief of Police: 
 
With the department committed to the National Night Out activities, Ms. Getz gave the report on behalf of the Chief. 
 
She reported that the Project Lifesaver departmental training as part of the federal grant award occurred on July 19th 
and 20th.  The department is anticipating the official launch of the program by early September.  Specific details and 
enrollment information will follow. 
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National Night Out is occurring as we speak, at the Neversink Fire Company and Ms. Getz invited everyone to stop 
by following this meeting. 
 
Lt. Conz attended a week long, free training last week at the Gap.  The training was related to Leadership and 
Mastering Performance Management.  It was noted that this is an important training that the Chief had previously 
attended and would be beneficial in his role as the Lt. 
 
Patrolman Joseph Fischer has joined the City County Emergency Services Unit which we refer to as the ESU as a 
Crisis negotiator.  His first training with the unit will take place later this month. 
 
Ms. Getz gave the monthly report for July. 

 
Recreation Board: 
 

Mr. Long announced that the playground will be holding an end of the season party which will conclude the summer 
program.  He stated that signups were up to around 50, with 30 to 35 kids consistently attending the program. 
 
Mr. Long informed the Board that the Lions Club, who was responsible for many of the amenities and maintenance 
items at the tot-lot contacted him concerning having a small carnival at the tot-lot on September 4th with the time to 
be announced.  He further reported that he had a preliminary conversation with the group concerning sponsoring 
perhaps a ballfield at the new park.  He will redirect that question in the near future. 
 
Mr. Long announced their next meeting will be held on August 16, 2010 at 7:00PM. 
 

Planning Commission Report: 
 

Mr. Heister extended his appreciation to the Planning Commission members for all of their hard work.  He reported 
that a significant draft Zoning Ordinance document was created that the Planning Commission shared in three very 
productive joint meetings reviewing and understanding the document and appreciated their positive and supportive 
attitude where this document is concerned.  It was much needed and their input was essential in several segments. 
 
It was announced the next Planning Commission meeting will be held August 25, 2010 at 7:00PM. 
 

Fire Company: 
 
-None 
 

Manager’s Report: 
 

In line with the Planning Commission report that was given by Mr. Heister, Ms. Getz reported that the draft 
document was complete and should be uploaded on our website sometime on the 4th and residents were encouraged 
to check into it and review the content. 
 
Ms. Getz reported that we received word that the Township qualified 100% for the storm reimbursement, which was 
in excess of $17,000.00 from the winter storm.  It was also noteworthy that all expenses submitted qualified which is 
unusual in this complicated application process. 
 
Businesses of the week were chosen as follows: 
1 – Auto Interiors & More 
2 – The Blind Spot 
3 – Frey’s Greenhouse 
4 – Ray’s Vacuum 
5 – Jonestown Bank & Trust 
6 – Foodland 
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New Business: 



 
There was action to be taken on Resolution #2010-18 regarding the opposition of forced mergers. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the Resolution.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding the Lebanon Country Club Subdivision Plan.  Bob Gearhart was in 
attendance and provided an overview of the plan to the Board members.  He noted that there were several waivers 
that were to be included for approval as well.  Mr. Gearhart explained that he spoke to the owners concerning 
providing easements for the purpose of installing a trail system.  One of the easements included the piers of a bridge 
that could be built for pedestrian traffic.  There was a missing piece that Mr. Gearhart agreed to approach the 
Country Club and obtain a formal easement agreement as he was very comfortable that it would not be a problem. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the Subdivision Plan as presented.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Heister made motion to approve the waiver for the Plan Review Process – Briefing item as outlined in 
Rettew’s review letter dated July 30, 2010.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
Mr. Heister made motion to approve the waiver of Plan Scale as outlined in Section 4.02.C.5 of the 
Ordinance which was also outlined in Rettew’s review letter dated July 30, 2010.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the 
motion.  Vote was unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding the Lebanon Country Club Planning Waiver and Non-Building Declaration.  
There was an overview given at this time. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the planning waiver as presented.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  
Vote was unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding a modification of the Stormwater Facility for Eight E Limited Partnership.  
Mr. Gearhart presented a revised stormwater plan for the modification to the driveway stormwater facility.  He 
explained that during construction, a very large amount of rock was located and as such, he is requesting that the 
BMP of installing a series of Rain Gardens be utilized verses the previously approved porous pavement as well as 
other filtration methodology. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the modification.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding the BTKD Conditional Use Decision.  Mr. Lillis reported that he had 
prepared the conditions to be added to what had already been agreed to with staff and created a document which has 
also spliced into it findings of fact and conclusions of law.  He did note that there was a standard paragraph missing 
in this document which would need to be added as it gives the approval of the conditional use.  He was seeking 
approval with that addition. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to give the approval as requested.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was 
unanimous. 

 
There was action to be taken regarding a request received from Runnymede West regarding a road closure on 
October 11, 2010.  Mr. Heister reported that a request for the closure of certain roads on Columbus Day was 
received from Mary Jane McNamee, Pamela, Sophie and Wilder Kapolka.  The block party is for the purpose of 
raising money for the Humane Society of Lebanon County which has been taking place for many years.  The letter 
noted that Hannah Hoffman ran this project from its inception and they have continued her work, this being their 
second year. 
 

Mr. Heister made motion to approve the request.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 
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Old Business: 

 



-None 
 

Plan Briefings: 
 

-None 
 

Engineer’s Report: 
 

Tim Staub reported he had nothing this evening. 
 
Mr. Heister reported that he would see the SALDO as the next critical piece and officially directed Rettew to 
provide a proposal to complete these revisions. 
 
Mr. Lillis also commented that an official map would need to be completed as that is where he would see the official 
master trail map being incorporated. 
 

Solicitor’s Report: 
 
Mr. Lillis reported that they were wrapping up the revisions to the Property Maintenance, UCC and Fire Code 
ordinance and that it should be ready for advertising with adoption slated for the next meeting. 
 
Mr. Lillis reported on an Act that was included in the approval of the Annual State Budget being Act 46 which 
basically gives automatic extended approvals of all permits from January 1, 2009 through 2013.  DCED did an 
inclusive advertisement in the PA Bulletin prior to the end of July, 2010 as required, however this law is so 
interwoven that there is no true direction of what the full impact will be.  One of his main concerns is that, in his 
opinion, it is unconstitutional in that it affects approvals and agreements that have already taken place.  We are in a 
position where grants have been applied for based on the reliance of these agreements. 
 
Ms. Getz raised the question from an administrative process how we are to handle certain aspects of this law 
especially where requests for validation are concerned.  Mr. Lillis reported that he is aware that she had received a 
request for verification from the Meadowlane Farms development and that as a result he referred her to Attorney 
Grab to establish neutral representation of all parties.  His feeling on the matter is that since it was directed to her, 
she would respond with either an approval or denial.  If denied, then the appeal would be in front of the Board and a 
hearing would take place in which we would have the opportunity to state our case.  Further, he would suggest our 
current fee resolution be adjusted to incorporate the maximum fee allowed for certain provision of administrative 
involvement.  The Board agreed to have Mr. Lillis conduct that revision. 
 
Mr. Heister instructed Ms. Getz to accumulate all developments where this Act might have a detrimental impact so 
that at the very least we have them identified. 
 
At this time, the Board went into executive session concerning Springwood, as previously stated.  The Board 
reconvened at 9:24PM. 
 

Supervisor’s Report: 
 
-None 
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Adjournment:   
 

Mr. Heister made motion to adjourn the meeting 9:27PM.  Mr. Peiffer seconded the motion.  Vote was unanimous. 



 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Robin L. Getz 
Secretary 
 
slw 
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